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Sir: 

The information, patents and/or literature references listed on the attached 
Form PTO-1449, copies of which are enclosed, may be relevant to the examination 
of this application. 

Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1 .97(e), the undersigned attorney hereby certifies that 
to the best of his information and belief that the 5 references cited on Form PTO 
1449 were first cited in a communication from the European Patent Office; that the 
communication pertains to International Patent Application PCT/US03/32274 that is 
related to U.S. Application No. 10/682,233, and is the counterpart of that United 
States application; and that the European Patent Officer dispatched the search 
report not more than three months ago. Therefore, no fee is due. 

The communication from the European Patent Office is likewise submitted 
herewith to show the degree of relevance accorded the individual references. 




Specifically, section C on pages 1 and 2 of the International Search Report identifies 
the category of relevance for each reference cited and claimed. The claims of the 
, International application generally correspond to the original claims in the U.S. 
application. According to MPEP 609 III A(3), this identification of relevance satisfies 
the requirements of 37 CFR § 1 .98 for a concise explanation of foreign language 
documents. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees or credit 
overpayment under 37 CFR 1.16 and 1.17 which may be required by this 
paper to Deposit Account 162201 . Duplicate copies of this sheet are enclosed. 

Date: February 13, 2004 Respectfully submitted, 
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